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Origami Project 

 After reading “the Cutting Edge: Fashion from Japan” I was inspired by the 
revolution of Japanese Avant Garde in fashion. I was particularly interested in the  
correlation between Origami and the traditional Japanese Kimono. The Kimono  
transforms square, geometric forms into softer, more feminine shapes through 
the use of wrapping and tying fabric. I wanted to explore this wrapping and tying 
to create volume on the body. Rather than formal Japanese styles, however, I 
wanted to go for a more informal assymetrical look.  

I was very much inspired by the designers Victor Horsting and Rolf 
Snoren, who did a lot of Avant Garde work in the 1990’s. The pair were trained 
as artists, and thought of fashion in a conceptual way rather than a literal one. 
Their designs showcased not only experimental use of volume, shape, and 
texture, but also deeply symbolic meaning as well. I wanted to create this project 
based off of a meaningful concept to me. I wanted to then translate that idea into 
a unique approach to clothing.  

For this project, my main theme was nature retaking the modern world. I 
thought that the kimono inspiration would fit with this theme perfectly, as it  
represents a similar struggle between the ancient and modern Japanese World. I 
wanted to create something that was structured and sewn, while at the same 
time chaotic and loose. I wanted my garment to pay homage to the past but also 
break with traditional ways of garment construction. In this way, my garment 
would represent the dichotomy of nature vs. city. 
 I achieved my goal first through use of color and print. The urban black 
and greys clash perfectly with the colorful floral print. I used the tied bows to 
represent the natural world, while the rest of the sewn garment represents city 
life. This is why the bows are unfinished, assymetrical, and more volume adding 
compared to the rest of the garment. The urban pieces of the garment are typical 
and tame, while the natural pieces are wild and unpredictable. 
 




